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Bleſſed are the Merciful, for they bal! 
5 obtain Mercy. 


HE Duty contained in theſe Words, 

comes here recommended to us with 
the greateſt Force and Energy: Whe- 
ther we reflect upon the Perſon who requires 
it at our Hands, or the Beauty and Goodneſs 
of the Duty itſelf, The Perſon who delivered 
this Doctrine, and gave us this Precept, was 
no other than our bleſſed Saviour; who, 
while he delivered it, was the higheſt In- 
ſtance, and the nobleſt Example of it, that 
the Imagination of Man can poſſibly frame. 
That the Son of God, who had from all 
Eternity dwelt in Happineſs, not to be ex- 
preſſed, in Glory not to be conceived, ſhould, 
in pure Compaſſion to the Miſeries of Man- 
kind, diveſt himſelf of all that Glory and 
Happineſs, bow the Heavens and come down 
among us, and ſubje& himſelf to all the In- 
firmities which attend our Nature, to all the 
Miſeries and Reproaches which befal the lo- 
eſt and vileſt Condition of Mortals, to reſcue 
us from Sin and Folly, from Death and 
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6 A Sermon preached 
Damnation; this is ſuch unbounded Good- 
neſs, ſuch infinite Compaſſion, as at the ſame 
Time cannot but warm our Affections with 
the utmoſt Gratitude, and fill our Thoughts 


with the greateſt Wonder and Aſtoniſn- 


ment. 5 
If we conſider likewiſe the Duty itſelf, 
ſach is its Beauty, ſuch is its Amiableneſs, 
ſuch is its Goodneſs; that could we be per- 


ſuaded to the general Practice of it, we ſhould 


ſcarce need any other to make us all eaſy and 
happy. Could we be prevailed upon to ex- 
preſs our Tenderneſs and Compaſſion one to- 
wards another, in all the ſeveral Inſtances of 
it, and as our reſpective Neceſſities require; 
what a delightful Situation ſhould we be in, 
and what a Heaven ſhould we ſee upon Earth? 
And. ſurely, nothing more need be faid in 
Commendation of a Duty, than that the uni- 
verſal Obſervance of it would be productive 
of the Happineſs of Mankind, Nor does it 
redound a little to the Honour and Advantage 
of our Religion, that, if it is not ſingular in 
commanding it, yet it undoubtedly carries it 
to a nobler Height, inſiſts more earneſtly on 
the Neceſſity of it, recommends it to us upon 
better Principles, from greater Encouragements, 
and by more eminent Examples, than any 
other Religion can pretend to: And if Infi- 
dels could by any Means lay afide their Pre- 
judices, Chriſtianity ſo much inculcating this 
ſingle Duty, might be ſufficient to ye wa 
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them of the Truth- and Goodneſs, and win 
them over to the Profeſſion and Practice of it. 
| Bleſſed are the Merciful, for they ſhall. 
obtain Mercy, © 5 | 
I ſhall, in my Difcourſe upon theſe Wards, 
Firſt, Shew you the Nature of this Grace, 
and then the Motives to obtain it. Firſt ſhew 
who thoſe are that may be tiled merciful, 
and then endeavour to perſuade you to become 
ſuch, And, Laſtly, I ſhall apply the whole 


to this Method of Charity we are met together 


I. The Merciful, in a religious Senſe, are 
ſuch as, out of a real Love to God, and fin- 
cere Obedience to his Commands, entertain 
a hearty Compaſſion for the Miſeries and 
Wants of their Brethren, both 'of Soul and 
Body; and who from thence, to the utmoſt 
of their Abilities, are excited to fupply and 
relieve them. They confider the great Obli- 
gations they have to their Creator, not only 
in beſtowing on them a Being, not only in 
forming them out of the Duſt, and breathing 
in them a living Soul, not only in endowing 
them with Senſe, Reaſon, and Underſtand- 
ing, and raifing them to a State of Dignity 
and Authority over the reſt of this lower 
Creation : but when they had juſtly forfeited 
all the Bleflings to which they were deſigned, 
and for which they were created, and had 
incurred the Sentence of Death that was 
T1 | „„ _—_ 
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=. 
_ threatened to their Diſobedience; then like- 
wiſe in contriving ſuch ſtupendous Methods 
for their Redemption, as to ſend his Son into 
the World to ſuffer in their Stead, and more- 

over to purchaſe for them an everlaſting State 
of Happineſs. 0% 


The Merciful, I fay, are ſuch as conſider- 
ing, and ſeriouſly laying to Heart, the great 
Love of God to Mankind, Expreſſed in ſo 
many wonderful Inſtances of it : In Imitation 
of this Divine Example, endeavour to be 
merciful as he is merciful ; conceiving a ge- 


neral Benevolence to all who are ſtampt with 


the ſame Image, and being deſirous to relieve 
them from all the Miſeries under which they 
labour, and all the Wants with which they 
are ſurrounded. U 


Are any of them involved in Difficulties, 
out of which they are unable to extricate 


themſelves? The merciful Man ſtands ready 


to lend his helping Hand, is an univerſal 
Friend, a Guardian Angel to them in their 
Diſtreſs, and contributes all his Intereſt and 
Power for their Succour and Relief. Are any 
afflicted with Poverty, by ſome fatal Accident, 
or ſome inevitable Misfortune, reduced to the 
loweſt Ebb, and deſtitute of the common 
Comforts and Conveniences of Life? He ten- 
derly ſympathizes with them, and with open 


Hand and Heart, endeavours to raiſe them 


from their fallen Eſtate. He clothes the 
Naked, feeds the Hungry, and gives Drink. 
| | Rs to 
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to the Thirſty. He is Eyes to the Blind, and 
Feet to the Lame. Are any afflicted with 
Pains and Infirmities of Body, with Sickneſs 
and Diſtempers, the Attendants on frail Mor- 
tality ? He, with the good Samaritan, pours 
in Oil and Wine, directs them with his Coun- 
ſe], and Succours them with his Bounty. Are 
any unjuſtly” aſperſed in their Character, and 
wounded in their Reputation by the enve- 
nomed Arrows of a malicious Tongue? He 
is inclined to think and believe the beſt. He 
is ſufficiently ſenſible how tender a Part they 
are injured in, and how uneaſy a Thing it is 
to a virtuous Mind, to labour under a Load 
of undeſerved Infamy, and for that Reaſon 
endeavours to detect the Falſhood of the Ac- 
cuſation, to make their Innocence as clear as 
the Light, and their juſt Dealing as the Noon- 
Day. Thus kind and compaſſionate is he to 
his Brethren under any temporal Misfortunes 
that may befal them. 

But if they are afflicted with any ſpiritual 
Evils, if their Souls are in. Danger through 
any Ignorance of what is good, or any In- 
clination to what is bad, through any Doubts 
or Weakneſs, through any Preſumption or 
Deſpair. He, in this Caſe, reflecting on the 
Value of their immortal Souls, and the ex- 
treme Danger of a Miſcarriage, is ever ready, 
to the beſt of his Power, to inſtru and guide 
them in the Way they ſhould go, by wiſe 


Oe and meek Reproof to diſſuade them 
B from 
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from Folly. He is not afraid to check them 
in their Vices, though by it he ſhould incur 
their Diſpleaſure; nor does he prize their 
Friendſhip at the Expence of their Salvation. 
He is ever willing to reſolve the Scruples of 
the Uncertain, to animate the Faint under 
their Difficulties, and to inſpire the Feeble 
with Courage and Reſolution to maintain a 
good Conſcience, to be ſtedfaſt and unmove- 
able in the Paths of Virtue and Piety, always 
abounding in the Work of the Lord, faraſmuch 
as be knows their Labour will ngt be in vain in 
the Lord. | 
Should he, notwithſtanding all theſe good 
Offices he is ready to do to Mankind, not- 


withſtanding this univerſal Benevolence he is 


zealous to expreſs upon all Occaſions, meet 
with but ungrateful Requitals in Return to 
his Kindneſs ; ſhould he be cenſured and re- 
viled for the nobleſt Acts of Charity, and 
meet with the utmoſt Injuries and Abuſes 
which Cunning can contrive, or Malice pur- 
ſue him with, as our bleſſed Saviour, and 
many Saints and Martyrs have experienced 
before him; he ſtill, in Imitation of ſuch Di- 
vine Examples, goes on unwearied- in doing 
Good to thoſe who leaſt deſerve it. He 
pities their ill Nature, and pardons all their 
Miſchief; and if he finds he can make no 
Impreſſion on them any other Way, he then 
likewiſe applies himſelf to the Throne of 
Grace, and begs of God to inſpire them, 

| with 
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with better Minds, and qualify them for Bleſ- 
ſings they are tao inſenſible f. 
Such is the Temper and Diſpoſition of the 


Merciful. And that we may attain to this 


heavenly Diſpoſition, I proceed in the 


II. Next Plate, to lay before you the 

Motives and Encouragements to it. 

- Firſt I ſhall mention is the Excellency 
3 
Anger, Hatred, and Envy, are mean and 

poor, as well as brutiſh Paſſions, and ariſe from 

an Impotence and Weakneſs of Spirit: But 

Mercy and Compaſſion are noble and generous 

Principles, and diſcover an exalted Mind, and 

a Greatneſs of Soul. They proceed from Love 

and Charity, which is the greateſt of all Chri- 

ſtian Graces. I deny not indeed, that a 

Tenderneſs to ourſelves, and a Reflection that 

we are liable to the ſame Misfortunes, may 

often have a Share in the Compaſſion which 
ariſes toward the Miſerable. But how many 
great and generous Souls are there, who en- 
tertain a hearty Concern for the Afflictions of 
others, which were they themſelves under, 
they would undervalue and deſpiſe? Heroes 
may be admired for their Courage and Forti- 
tude in facing Danger, and hazarding their 

Lives without Fear or Concern : but it is their 

reſcuing the Oppreſſed, and delivering them 

from Tyranny and Bondage, and their con- 
quering themſelves in forgiving their Enemies, 
2 ** that 
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that ſhines with greateſt Luſtre in their Hi- 


9 ſtories. And the moſt renowned Worthies 


we meet with in former Times, are more ce- 
lebrated for their Kindneſs and Tenderneſs 
expreſſed to their Enemies when under their 
Power, than for the Victories which reduced 
them to that Condition. It is an Inſtance 
of Bravery perhaps to be exempt from Fear; 
but when that Bravery is employed in ravag- 
ing Countries, and deſtroying the Lives of 
Millions, who can read ſuch Actions with- 
out Horror and Indignation? But when we 
ſee a glorious Leader, who has the Good of 
Mankind at Heart, and defires Danger only 
for the Happineſs of his Fellow-Creatures : 
This is truly great and noble, our Affections 
go along with him, he has our entire Ap- 
plauſe, and we can't help wiſhing that Succeſs 
and Victory may attend thoſe Enſigns which 
are diſplayed in the Cauſe of Liberty and 
Safety. This is to reſemble the Fountain of 
Honour, the great and glorious Being, whoſe 
Mercy is over all his Works; who is perpetu- 
ally ſhowering down his Bleſſings on the 
World, and holds forth Supplies for all the 
Wants and Neceſſities of his Creatures. Be 
as a Father to the Fatherleſs, and inſtead of 
a Huſband unto your Mother *, ſo ſhalt thou © 
be as the Son of the moſt High, and he ſball 
love thee more than thy Mother doth. He 
lends his Rain on the Fuſt and Unjuſt; and 
. though 
* Ecclus, iv. 10, | 
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though he meets with the utmoſt Ingratitude 
for all his ineſtimable Bleſſings, yet he forgiveth 
all our Sin, and health all our Infirmity. 
To reſcue us from our Sins and Miſeries, 
and preſerve us from Danger, is the conſtant 
Employment of thoſe bleſſed Spirits, who are 
ſent out to miniſter to them who are Heirs of 
Salvation. *T'was out of boundleſs Compaſſion 
to our loſt Eſtate, and to recover us from it, 
that the Son of God came down from the 
Regions of Bliſs and Glory, and was ſubject 
to all the Miſeries and Afflictions of human 
Life. And as this brought down God from 
Heaven, ſo does it raiſe Man up to it. This 
is- ſo excellent a Grace, that it is the Sam and 
Perfection of all Duty; according to the 
Apoſtle's Reaſoning ;* Love, ſays he, thinketh 
no ill to his Neighbour, therefore Love is the 
fulfilling of the Law. The Scriptures ſome- 
times advance farther. For Love and Mercy 
not only thinketh no ill to its Neighbour, but 
revs & defireth, and endeavoureth all the 
Good it can. This indeed both crowns and 
conſecrates all our other Gifts and Perfections. 
For when our Knowledge is employed in in- 
ſtructing the Ignorance, clearing the Doubts, 
and rectifying the Follies of Mankind, in 
converting Sinners from the Error of tbeir 
Ways, and ſaving Souls from Death, then 
is it employed to the Purpoſe for which 
it was intended, and becomes truly valuable, 
When our Power is exerciſed in protecting 

VVT inſulted 
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inſulted Innocence, in defending. the Cauſe of 
the Helpleſs, and raifing the Affficted from 
their Sorrow and Deſpair ; this gives it a Luſtre 


more than that of Crowns and Diadems. 
When our Riches are expended 1 in feeding the 


Hungry, cloathing the Naked, in purchaſing . 


Comfort for the Sick, and redeeming Cap- 


tives out of Slavery and Impriſonment, then 


are they put out to the nobleſt Uſe, and will 
return into our Boſoms with the moſt gainful 
Intereſt. But without Love, and Goodneſs, 


and Compaſſion, all our Knowledge, Wealth, 


and Power, will but render us more like Des 


vils, and Talents which- have been committed 


to our Truſt, will but inereaſe our Dam- 
nation. 

Another Recommendation of Mercy is 
that it is ſuitable to our Nature. There Wes 
no other Demonſtration, that the God of Na- 
ture deſigned Men for Society, and the mu- 


tual Support and Aſſiſtance of each other, than 


that Sympathy he has implanted in the hu- 


man Breaſt. We no ſooner ſee another mi- 


ſerable, but we make his Caſe our own we 
ſhare with him in his Afflictions, and *tis a 


Kindneſs and Eaſe to ourſelves to adminiſter 


to his Relief, * The merciful Man doth Good 
ts bis own Sorel, but he that is cruel traubleth 
bis own Fleh. And although ſome Perſons, 
by repeated Acts of Barbarity, may have ſo 
* their Hearts, as to be Proof 1 


0 Prey. ad 1 


* 


before the Sons of the Clergy, 1743. 13 
any Senſe of others Misfortunes, nay, ſo as 
to take Delight in afflicting and oppreflin 
thoſe under their Power, yet are they | 5 
upon as Monſters of their Kind, and are de- 
generated into Brutes and Savages, Compaſ- 
ſion is congenial to us, and thoſe tender Im- 
preſſions which are given us by the Hand of 
Nature, are not without Difficulty. eraſed. 
Whether that be true or no, which ſome cu- 
rious Perfons haye obſerved, that when we 
ſee a Man wounded in any particular Part, 
our Blood and Animal Spirits immediately fly 
to that Part of ourſelves, and give us ſome 
Proportion of that Pain under which the 
other labours; as the String of one Harp 
touched is anſwered by the ſame String in an- 
other. This is certain, that the Concern 
enters our Boſoms, and our Hearts are ſenſi- 
bly touched and affected by it. | 

That it is fo agreeable to our Nature, is 
ſufficient to manifeſt the next Motive to it 
I propoſe to mention, which 1s the Delight- 
fulneſs of it. 5 1 

For every Thing is pleaſant that is agree- 
able to our Nature. But beſide the Pleaſure 
we receive in giving Scope to that Compaſſion 
which is natural to us, and which will not 
ſuffer us to be at Eaſe, till we have afforded 
all reaſonable Aſſiſtance to the Miſerable, 
which is a Satisfaction we enjoy as Men: 

There is a greater, we reap from it as Chri- 
ſtians, from the Conſciouſneſs of diſcharging 


Our 
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our Duty in thoſe fundamental Branches of it, 
the Love of God and our Neighbour, * For 
whoſo hath this Worlds Goods and ſceth his Bro- 
ther have need, and ſhutteth up his Bowels 0 

Compaſſion from him, how dwelleth the Love of 
God in him? Hereby likewiſe we have a com- 
fortable Aſſurance that we are the Children of 
God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in 
us. For as the Apoſtle immediately adds, 


Hereby we know that we are of the Truth, and 


ſhall aſſure our Hearts before him. Upon theſe 
Accounts, that Saying of our Saviour is ſuffi- 
ciently verified, It is more bleſſed to give than 
to receive. The Benefactor who relieves the 


Poor and Miſerable, receives more Benefit 


than the Perſon who is relieved. For as he 
ſhares with him in the ſenſible Eaſe he gives 
him, ſo has he ſeveral additional Comforts in 
his own Mind and Conſcience. The Pleaſure 


of 2 our Appetites, or gratiſying our 


ſenſual Paſſions, is not worthy to be com- 
pared with that of relieving a miſerable Ob- 
ject upon true Chriſtian Principles. This is 
a Feaſt to the Conſcience, and the higheſt 


Entertainment of a rational Mind, pleaſed 
with the Reflections of having imitated the 
moſt amiable Perfections of the Divine Na- 


ture. 


1 John iii. 17. 


The Satisfaction here, as it is pure and un- 
ſullied, fo is it laſting and permanent, and af- 
fords a comfortable Relief under a Man's own 
| Misfortunes. 
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10 fing for Fey. I put on Righteouſneſs and it 
cloathed me: My Judgment was as 4 Robe and a 
Diadem. With what unſpeakable Comfort 
may ſuch a one reflect on the former Stages of - 


he anticipa 


0 n on him? "th - I. . TEC TPO - 
Thus bleſſed is the merciful Man from the 
Comfort and Satisfaction the Exerciſe of his 
Mercy gives him, even in this 

all, bleſſed is he in chat Reward 
with in anather. -Bleſſed are the Merciful, for 
they .;ſhall-obtein| Mercy. They ſhall obtain it 
at the Hands of God, Eben they appear be- 
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- Misfortunes.  * Bleſſed is be. that confidereth 
l the Poor; the Lord will deliver bim in the Time 


of Trouble; the Lord will frengthen him upon 


the Bed of Languiſhing, thou wilt make all his 


Bed in bis Sickneſs. - He will then, in the 


Day of his Diſtreſs, with Comfort and Chear- 


fulneſs, reflect upon the Acts of Mercy and 
Kindneſs he has ſhewn to his Brethren; and 


every Inſtance of his Compaſſion will refreſh ' 


his Mind with Joy and Gladneſs. When 


with holy Je he can ſay, in bis Affliction, 
＋ When the Ear beard me, it ble ed me; and 
vben the Eye ſaw me, it gave Witneſs to me, 


becauſe 1 delivered the Poor that tried, and the 


_ Fatherleſs, and him that bad none to help him. 
De Bleſſing , bien that was. ready to periſh 


nt me; and 1 cauſed the Widow's Heart 


his Travels? With what joyful Aſſurance may 
te the glorious Proſpect. that is 


ñe: But above 
he will meet 


wn fore 
* Plal. xli. 1, 3. . F Job ix. 41, 12, 13, 14. 
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fore him in the Day of Judgment : Then 
the leaſt Act of Kindneſs, ſhewn to their 
Brethren in this World, will not be forgotten, 
or diſregarded. No, it will be mentioned to 
their. exceeding Comfort, and their ever- 

laſting Honour, Thus in the Account our 

bleſſed Saviour gives of the Proceſs of that 

important Day. * Then ſhall the King ſay 
| unto them on his Right-Hand, Come ye bleſſed 
| Children of my Father, inherit the Kingdom 
prepared for you, from the Foundation of the 

World. For I was an hungred and ye gave 

me Meat: I was thirſty and ye gave me Drink: 

T was a Stranger and ye took me in: Naked 

and ye clathed me: I was fick and ye viſited 
me: I was in Priſon and ye came unto me, 

And when they modeſtly decline their Praiſes, 

and queſtion how they could do him ſuch 

Service, he anſwers: Yerily, T ſay unto you, 

. Tnaſmuch as ye have done it unto one of the leaft 

of theſe my Brethren, ye have done it unto 
me. rs eit 

From this Account, given by our bleſſed 
Saviour himſelf, who is to be the Judge of 

uick and Dead, and therefore could not but 
know what Plea would avail at his own Tri- 
bunal, one would almoſt conclude, that no uf 
other Actions, but thoſe of Mercy, were to th 
be conſidered, and hardly any other Grace, or. 
but that of Charity, were to be rewarded.” But w 
however falſe ſuch an Inference may be, w NC 
mu 


Matt. xxv, 34, 35, 36. 
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much. is certainly to be depended on, that 


Mercy and Charity will be of ſingular Service 
to us at that Day. And we may ue 


preſume, that many Omiſſions of our Duty wi 

be wink'd at, many Imperfections and Frail- 
ties of our Nature over- look d, many of our 
Sins of Ignorance pardoned, through his All- 
ſufficient Merits on that Account. Thoſe, 
who have been compaſſionate themſelves, will 
find it recompenſed to them, in the Compaſ- 
ſion of their Judge. The Love they have 
ſhewn to his afflicted Members on Earth, the 
Expreſſions of Kindneſs and Tenderneſs to 
their ſuffering Brethren, will be looked up- 
on with an Eye of Indulgence, and find 
many Grains of Allowance. He will openly 
rehearſe them, before Men and Angels, and 
graciouſly impute them as done to himſelf. 
Saying, Inaſmuch as ye have done it, unts the 
leaſt of my Brethren, ye have done it unto me, 
A Sentence we ſhould continually have before 
our Eyes, and ever deeply imprinted on our 
Hearts; and if it does not inſpire us with 
Compaſſion, we muſt lay aſide our Pretences 
to Chriſtianity. We could ſometimes, per- 


haps, wiſh with ourſelves that it had been 


our Lot to have converſed with our Saviour 
upon Earth; to have entertained him as Mar- 
tha; to have diſcourſed with him as Mary ; 
or, with Magdalene, to have wiped his Feet 
with the Hair of our Head: And from thence, 
no Doubt, ſhould have entertained Hopes of 
C 2 1 
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his Farour, when he came again in Glory. 
Lo! what we with for we have in our Power. 
We may refreſh him and relieve him, in the 
Poor and Afflicted, his Reprefentatives here 
below. And what kind Offices we ſhew to 
his ſuffering Members, will ſtand us in as 
much Stead, as if we had relieved and com- 
forted him, in his Paſſage to Mount Calvary. 
When any miſerable Object demands your 
Pity, and pleads for your Bounty, remember 
tis your bleſſed Saviour entreats it at your 
Hands; and whatſoever Kindneſs you expreſs, 
on ſuch Occaſions, he will abundantly repay 
you. Let it be your Care to perſevere in do- 
ing Good, and to crown your Faith, and 
other Virtues, with the Graces of Mercy and 
Beneficence, and your Labour of Love will 
not be in vain in the Lord. You will have. 
it made up to you, in the Pardon of your 
Sins, the Favour of God, and eternal Glory 
, and Happineſs. N 


III. So various and ſo preſſing are the Ar- 
guments, that recommend to us theſe exalted 
Graces of Mercy and Charity, that it would 
require the Eloquence of Men and Angels 
ſufficiently to diſplay them. And, for ever 
bleſſed be the Divine Majeſty, that there are 
ſo many among us, upon whom theſe impor- 
tant Conſiderations ſeem to have their proper 
Influence! When we ſeriouſly reflect on thoſe 


prodigious Impieties, with which the mo 


T1 "..  o. © "= hs 1 


tinuall 


cannot but be, in ſome 


be it from us to pretend to fathom, the Coun- 


ſels of Heaven. But we can hardly think of 


any Thing that ſhould ſtop the Sword of 
Vengeance, and ſuſpend its Execution, . 0 
the various Methods of Charity, ſo zealou 

promoted by ſome generous and exalted Souls 
among us. Charities, ſo liberal and diffuſive, 
that one would wonder from what ſecret 
Sources they could poſſibly be fo well ſap- 
plied ; and be apt to impute it to the Hand 
that repleniſhed the Widow's Cruiſe of Oil. 
The many Hoſpitals and Infirmaries of every 
Kind. The Societies for the Propagation of 
the Goſpel, the promoting Chriſtian Know- 
ledge, the Reformation of Manners, and the 


Augmentation of ſmall Livings : The nume- 


rous Schools of Charity for the Education of 
poor Children; beſide continual private Cha- 


rities, requiring a Fund, I had almoſt faid, 
equal to what is ſquandered away in our Va- 


nities and Follies, Would to Gad a Senſe of 
our common Danger would excite us all to 
Repentance, and that we would prevent our 
Ruin; by a general Reformation! But ſince 
this is hardly to be hoped for, without ſome 
extraordinary Interpoſition of Providence, may 


tinue 


Mealus aſtoniſhed, 

that the Sentence of utter Deſalation is not 
yet pronounced, upon a Nation, fo. looſe in 

Principles, and ſo abandoned in Morals, Far 


it pleaſe the Divine Goodneſs, ſtill to con- 
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of Almighty God is con 0 9 
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tinte a Remnant, who may ſtand in the Gap, 
and, by the Piety of their Interceſſions, ap- 
peaſe his Anger, and whoſe liberal Benefactions 
we may conſider as ſo many Pledges for the 
Safety of our Country. May more and more 
pious and generous Souls ariſe to ſupport 
theſe Foundations, which have been ſo wiſely 
contrived, by our Predeceſſors, in this Labour 
of Love. Among which, as there are none 
conducted with a more diſintereſted Fidelity, 
ſo I am perſuaded there are none of greater 
Neceſſity and Excellence, than this we are 
now aſſembled to promote. For when a 
Clergyman receives his final Summons, and 
leaves a Family helpleſs and unprovided, upon 
the ſlender Thread of whoſe Life their Little 
All depended, a more diſmal Scene of Diſtreſs 
can hardly be pictured to our Imagination. 
They appear to be in as deplorable a Condi- 
tion as the Companions of St Paul were, 
. When their Provifioti was caſt over board, and 
they expected every Moment to be ſwallowed 
up by the Waves. Whither, alaſs! ſhall the 
diſconſolate Widow, with her tender Retinue, 
flee for Succour, when ſhe is expell'd, as ex- 
pell'd ſhe muſt be, from her Habitation ?- 
Her Caſe ſeems to reſemble that of Hagar, 
(only commonly with more Weights to her 
Affliction) when * ſhe wandered in the Wildbr- 
neſs, and the Water was ſpent in the Bottle, 
and ſhe caſt the Child under one of the _— 
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before the Sons of the Clergy, 1743. a3 
and ſhe. ſat down over-againſt him; nd liſt up 
her Voice and wept.' And like Hagar, 'the. 
would be in Danger of /ſinking/under the 
Agonies of Deſpair, did not you, my Bre- 
thren, reſembling the good Angel, point out 
to her, the Well for her Relief. I ſhall not 
undertake to vindicate the Conduct of all my 
Brethren; in this; Particular, who ſometimes 
I fear, breed up their Children above their 
Circumſtances, and live, as if what they poſ- 
ſeſt were an Inheritance. But ſince ſecular 
Wiſdom is not always: the diſtinguiſhing Pro- 
perty of a faithful:Paſtor, ſince it is too much 
expected that he live in a free hoſpitable 
Manner, whatever his Income be, if he would 
either preſerve his Reputation or maintain his 
Power of doing Good with his Flock; and 
ſince the Children are no Way anſwerable for 
the Parent's Conduct, a ſmall Share of that 
Charity, wwh:ch covers the Faults of others, will 
excuſe the Frailty on the one Side, and re- 
lieve the Neceſſity conſequential to it on the 
other. But, alas! it is very well known that 
the Income of many of the Clergy, when 
managed with the utmoſt Frugality, is not 
ſufficient to raiſe a competent Proviſion for 
their Families. The Duty of their Function, 
in the mean Time, reſtraining them from in- 
creaſing it by any mechanic Arts, or laborious 
Employments. Several are impoveriſhed by 
the with-holding their Dues by Violence and 
Injuſtice, which, I believe, is more frequently 

use | practiſed 
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, and more ay 
perhaps any other 


-prififed vpn 
-ſubmutted to, by pay than. 
of Men. And, ſhould they endeavonr 
-to vindicate their Right, which, in Duty pf 
may ſomtimes think themſelves obliged to 

then the heavy Expences of a .Law-Suit are 
venough to fink them at once. Others are 
brought into Difficulties by their very Incli- 
Charge of fur- 
niſhing a Study for their Improvement in 
Knowledge: Where Circumſtances are nar- 
row, a ſmall pores 8 / uſeful Books is a 
| expenſive Article, and a Furniture con- 
— ſinking in its Valur. Integrity and 
Conſcience, Which are he nobleſt Ornaments 
x6 recommend them, keep others back from 
Honour; and a Spit daperior to-unworthy 
Compliandes is often a dead Weight upon 
them in their Road to Preferment. Many 
Men of ſhining and uncommon Merits ate 


_ -evnifined-to a ſtarving Pittynce: for Life, be- 


cauſe they refuſe 70 rum 3nto the Error of BA. 
laam for"Reward. And pardon. them, Al be- 

ſcech ye, if me, white: they oart perſuading 
to Merey and Charity, the greatuſt op all Chn- 
ſtian Graces, are carried, by: the Strength of 

their owniArguments, topat them in Fracticr, 
even beyond their Power ; and while they 
are eaſing the immediate Calamities of others, 
are — of the future, if not proeſent 

Wants of themſelves and their Families, te- 

1 upon thoſe Promiſes of Protection in 

Scripture, 
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- Scripture, which they, who are poſſeſſed 
of Abilities, are the Truſtees, appointed by 
Providence to fulfil, Were the Clergy of our 
Church generally of the Temper of the Prieſt 
and. Levzte, deſcribed in the Goſpel, and when 
the wounded Traveller implored their Aſſiſt- 
"ance, paſt by, without Remorſe, on the other 
Side, Compaſſion, even for their innocent 
Children, might be pleaded with leſs Aſſurance. 
But the Reverſe of this, God be thanked, is 
ſo evident, that in Proportion to their Cir- 
cumſtances (without any Abatement for the 
Uncertainty of their Tenure) in Works of 
Mercy and Charity, they need not be aſhamed 
of any Compariſon. They are not only Ad- 
vocates for it, from the Pulpit, but leading 
Examples of it in their Lives and Converſa- 
tion. : tf 
Theſe few Reflections I have mentioned, 
are ſufficient to ſhew the Neceſfity of this Me- 
thod of Beneficence, I am now recommend- 
ing: And there are not wanting Conſidera- 
tions which demonſtrate the peculiar Excel- 
lency of it. For if we are required to do Good 
to all Men, eſpecially to them who are of the 
 Houſhould of Faith, who profeſs the ſame Re- » 
ligion, and are Partakers with us of the ſame 
| Sacraments; much more is it required that 
we ſupply the Wants of their Families, who 
are, or have been faithful , Stewards in this 
| Houfhold, and Diſpenſers of thoſe Holy Myſte- 
rics, and to whom a 8 a 
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and Regard is due. Whoſe unwearied Care 
to provide Meat for the ſpiritual Neceflities of 
their Flock, and attending continually upon 
this very Thing, has been the Occaſion that 
they have made but little temporal Proviſion 
for their own Dependants. A Prophet's Re- 
ward will, in ſome Meaſure, belong to thoſe 
generous Benefactors, who contribute to ſap- 

rt their helpleſs Children, on the Account 
of that Relation. For in Proportion to what 
Relief they give the Paſtor from his worldly 
| Concerns and Troubles, fo much they leave 
him more at Liberty to attend the proper Du- 
ties of his Calling. So that by fupporting his 
Family, they in ſome Meaſure promote the 
| Preaching of the Goſpel, and may be faid to 


edify and inſtruct Mankind in the Chriſtian 


Religion. Hence you perceive this is a Com- 
9 to the Souls of many, as well as to 
'the Bodies of ſome. And here Piety and 
Charity ſhine out together with united Rays, 
when what is beſtowed caſes the Cares of thoſe 


who wait at the Altar, and contributes to 


maintain the Influence and Credit of Religion. 

It was dotibtleſs a Concern for the Honour 
of Religion, as well as a Compaſſion for the 
low Eſtate of 'its Miniſters, which excited 
that merciful Queen, whoſe Memory ought 
to be ever dear to us, to that unparallelled 
Act of Bounty in beſtowing the firſt Fruits and 
Tenths for the Augmentation of poorer Liv- 


ings. This we _ deſervedly ſay was the 


greateſt 
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greateſt Glory of a Reign that was full of 
Triumphs, and a Glory in which Fortune 


could claim no Share, For which we ſhould | 


be ungrateful if we refuſed her the Tributes of 
our Acknowledgments, as often as this an- 
nual Solemnity returns. It becomes us at this 
Time, to ſtrow freſh Flowers on her Grave, 
and celebrate her eminent Virtues; among 
which will be recorded, in the Annals of Time, 
(as long as this and other Monuments of her 
Piety ſhall ſtand) her tender Concern for the 
Happineſs of her People, and her unwearied 
Zeal for the Honour of God. Nor ought we 
to be ungrateful to the Memory of that Prince, 
whom we juſtly celebrate as the Founder of 
this Corporation: Nor of his late Majeſty, 
who both enlarged this Foundation by his 
Power, and encouraged it by his Bounty. We 
likewiſe commemorate, with Gratitude, our 
late gracious Queen Caroline, among the N um- 
ber of thoſe who have done us Honour by their 
Benefactions. And indeed, did Princes and 
Potentates conſider how much the Throne is | 
upholden by Mercy, how much it ennobles 
their Character, how it endears them both to 
Heaven and Earth, and ſtamps upon them 
a double Image of him whoſe Vicegerents 
they are; as they ſurpaſs others in the Means 
and Power of doing Good, fo they would 
endeavour to excel them in the actual Exerciſe 
of Beneficence. This would render them 


as good as Py are great, would preſent them 
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with that true and ſolid Satisfaction which is 
not to be found in any Pleaſures or Poſſeſſions 


of this World, and ſecure to them an immortal 
Crown, when theſe earthly Kingdoms ſhall 
be no more. 

But to return: While we recount with 
Pleaſure the Favours of theſe royal Ex- 
amples, it becomes us not to be — 
unmindful of others, though of a lower Sphere. 


Particularly of one very munificent Benefac- 


tor *, who opened a large Fountain for our 
Relief, by increaſing the Levite's Patrimony. 
And another + of our own Order, who, 


though unmarried himſelf, poured a very plen- 


tiful Stream into this thirſty Channel, and by 


that Means became as a Huſband to many of 


theſe Widows, and a Father to many of theſe 


| Orphans ||. Theſe were merciful Men, the 


Ghry of their 'Times, and their Righteouſneſs 


=_ not be forgotten. They have ler their 


bine before Men, and we who have ſeen 

a fat felt therr Ng Works, ought to glorify our 
Father which 1s in Heaven, for ſuch Inſtru- 
ments of his providential Care to the Father 
leſs and Widows in their Affliction. 

As far thoſe whom we cannot commemorate; 
who have done their Alms ſo as not to be ſeen of 
Men, who haye conveyed their Gifts by ſuch 
ſecret Channels to this Corban, that the Foun- 
tain from whence they flowed is not to be 
diſcovered : We doubt not but they have al- 
ready been in fome Meaſure rewarded by.the 

Approbation 


* Mr Colſton of Brifiel, + Dr Turner, | bid. 


before the Sons of the Clergy, 1743. 29 
Approbation of their own Conſcience, which 
is beyond all the Applauſes this World can 
ive; and that they will be more fully recom- 
penced at the Reſurreion of the Fuſt, when 
their Father, who ſeeth in Secret will reward 
them openly. EM 
By Way of Concluſion give me leave to 
mention one Argument more, without which 
even this Solemnity may be thought to want 
ſome Vindication, as the very Occaſion of it 
has been made a Handle of Reproach. For 
our Adverſaries of the Church of Rome are 
too ready to reflect upon the Poverty of theſe 
helpleſs Orphans, as a Blemiſh to the Refor- 
mation. The Zeal and Learning of our 
Clergy have ſolidly confuted every other Ob- 
jection from that Quarter. And although this 
be too trifling- to be ſeriouſly replied to by 
Way of Argument; yet a very proper Way 
of anſwering it would be, to take away the 
Foundation of it by a liberal Supply to their 
Neceſſities. Let us then confute them in this 
more excellent Way. Let their uncharitable 
Cenſures provoke us to a more charitable Bene- 
ficence ; and excite us either to augment the 
Livings of the Fathers, or to make what Pro- 
viſion we can for their indigent Children. For 
it is great Pity, that, while the Clergy of this 
Church are, for their Piety and Learning, the 
Glory of the Reformation, either they or their 
Children ſhauld be any Reproach to it by their 


Want and Poverty, | | 
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POSTSCRIPT 


The following Calculation drawn up by an 


accurate Hand, is very fit to accompany! 
, the Sermons upon this Occafion. 


HE Governors of the Royal Bounty are 
now empowered to augment all Livings, 
not exceeding 50 J. per Annum. And the 


Number of Livings following have been certi- 


fied to be capable of Augmentation. 


1071 Livings not exceeding 10 J. per) 
Ann. may be augmented with | 
the Bounty only, fix Times 
each, purſuant to the —_—_ 
Rules of the Governors, which 
will amount to 6426 Ange | 
tations. 


6426 


1467 Livings above 10, and not ex- 


ceeding 20 l. er Ann. may 2 
augmented Times ctr * 5868 


wich will make 5868 Aug- 
mentations. | 


1126 Livings above 20, and not ex- 
.ceeding 30 l. per Ann. may be 
augmented three Times each, 
which will make 3 378 Aug- 

mentations, 


| POSTSORDPT. gt 

' 1049 Livings above 30, and not ex- 
ceeding 40 J. per Ann. may be i 

augmented. twice each, which P2098 - 


will make 2098 n 
— 372 1 


884 Liviogs above 40, and not ex- 
ceeding 501. per Ann. may be 83 
each once augmented, which + 
will make 884. Augmentations. 


5 597 Total Number of Augmenta- 
tions, which may be made 
(by the Bounty alone) before 
the Livings already certified, 
will exceed 50 J. per 4 
each. 


18654 


The clear Account of the Bounty is com- 
puted (communibus annis) to make fifty- five 
Augmentations yearly : So that by the . 
ty alone, it muſt be 339 Years from the Vear 
1714, (which was the firſt Year in which 
any Livings were augmented) before all the 
ſmall Livings already certified, can exceed "Wm 
fer Annum. | 


Note, In this Calculation, the feveral Liv- 
ings not exceeding 10 J. per Ann. are all com- 
puted at 10 J. per Ann. and fo on to 20, 3o, 
40, 50. which, in the Courſe of Augmenta- 
tions, will add confidezably to the gs > af 

ears 


Years abovernehtiotied; before the: Purſe d * P 
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figned by the Royal Bounty ean be compleat- 9 
ed: And befide, there are many more Liv. 
ings capable of Au enen which have” 

not yet been certified, a 


rat”, 
n 
4 [2 


% 
- 


__ - Note, 18654 e belt to TR 
| made by the Bounty alone, before the Liv- 
ings already certified, will amount to above 
50 L. per Annum each; if it be computed that 
one half of ſuch Augmentations may be made 
in Conjunction with Benefactors, it will then 
require 226 Years before the Livings already | 
certified will exceed 56 1 per a Un 


x5, * 
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Vid. Dr Lavington's Sermon from wbencs ; 
this is extracted. 
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